APPENDIX A

Description of Cores

X-radiographs and schematic illustrations of the lithology are show in Figures 2-4.  Information on core locations and depths is given below and in Table 1.

No Name Bank Cores –  were collected in very dense (nearly 100%) Thalassia beds with a small, dispersed amount of Syringodium.
	Depth in cm
	Core A

	0-21
	Soft soupy mud with abundant shells and Thalassia.

	21-40
	Mud with fine silt; scattered shells and plant material (Thalassia and Halodule).

	40-60
	Clayey mud with fine silt; plant material and scattered shell.

	60-86
	Dense cohesive clay; plant material and scattered shell.

	86-96
	Clayey mud with silt and fine sand; plant material and scattered shell.

	96-112
	Sticky firm clay with silt and fine sand; plant material and scattered shell.

	112-bottom
	Mottled firm clay with silt and fine sand; scattered shells and Halimeda grains, possible burrow near 114-116, some contamination from modern on outside edge of core that was removed and discarded.


	Depth in cm
	Core B

	0-30
	Soft soupy mud with abundant shells, Thalassia, and Halodule.

	30-36
	Transitional from soupy mud to clayey mud; decreasing water content.

	36-48
	Clayey mud; rare shells and scattered plant material visible.

	48-68
	Cohesive clayey mud; scattered shells with lense near 68; plant material (Thalassia).

	68-92
	Dense cohesive clay; abundant Thalassia; scattered shell material with lense around 92.

	92-102
	Mottled sandy clay; with Thalassia and a lense of shell material; possible burrows.

	102-110
	Clayey mud, with Thalassia and scattered shells.

	110-132
	Sticky clay with scattered shells and plant material (Thalassia).

	132-bottom
	Sticky clay with silt; scattered large shells; possible burrow around 140-144.


Featherbed Bank Cores – were collected in an area of nearly 100% subaquatic vegetation coverage (Thalassia, Syringodium, Halodule, and Chondria/Laurencia).

	Depth in cm
	Core A

	0-4
	Soft soupy mud with live mollusks, Thalassia and Syringodium.

	4-20
	Soft mud; scattered large whole shells and plant material (Syringodium).

	20-30
	Tranisition to more cohesive mud; very dense shell layer.

	30-98
	Cohesive soft mud; with plant material (Thalassia and Halodule) and scattered shells.

	98-110
	Transition to firmer mud; scattered shells and plant material (Thalassia and Halodule).

	110-114
	Stiff mud with scattered root casts.

	114-140
	Mottled stiff mud with dispersed organics, scattered Halimeda grains, shells, and plant material (Thalassia and Halodule).

	140 to 182
	Sticky clay; scatterred shells and plant material.  Possible burrow around 152. Some contamination on side of barrel from modern plant material (164-170).   

	182 to bottom
	Sticky clay with coarse sand to pebble size grains of limestone.


	Depth in cm
	Core B

	0-6
	Soft soupy mud with abundant mollusks and plant material (Thalassia, Halodule) and scattered Halimeda grains.

	6-28
	Soft mud with less water content; scattered shells and plant material (Thalassia and Halodule).

	28-32
	Transition; very dense shell layer with abundant plant material.

	32-140
	Firm clayey mud; with plant material (Thalassia and Halodule) and scattered shells. Several zones of concentrated shell debris.

	140-158
	Drier, blocky clay; possible burrow around 142.

	158-bottom
	Firm sticky clay with coarse sand to pebble size grains of limestone at 182-194; scattered shells, coral, and plant material (Thalassia and Halodule).


Card Bank Cores –were collected in an area of patchy Thalassia cover.  The specific core sites were on the edge of a relatively open area (<15% coverage).  

	Depth in cm
	Core A

	0-16
	Soft soupy mud, with abundant shells (many whole), and plant material (Thalassia).

	16-34
	Soft mud with abundant disseminated organic material; scattered Halimeda grains.

	34-60
	Soft mud, but decreasing water content; scattered shells and root casts present.

	60-86
	Mud firmer, continuing decrease in water content.

	86-96
	Increased water content, mud less cohesive; root casts and shells present.

	96-bottom
	Clayey mud, with numerous large whole shells, and zones of abundant debris.Potential contamination from modern surface starting at 132 cm.


	Depth in cm
	Core B

	0-14
	Soft soupy mud, with abundant shells and plant material (Thalassia).

	14-24
	Soft Mud with abundant shells and plant material.

	24-74
	Soft mud, but decreasing water content; scattered areas of concentrated shell debris; plant material (Halodule and Thalassia).

	74-90
	Firmer more cohesive mud, continuing decrease in water content.  Concentrated shell lenses.  Scattered plant material.

	90-98
	Clayey mud with scattered shells and plant material.

	98-114
	Cohesive mud with sparse shells and plant material.

	114-bottom
	Cohesive carbonaceous mud, with scattered shells, and plant material.  Contamination begins at 128 from modern material.


